DOLE, OWWA Launch P2B Reintegration Program for OFWs
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The Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE), through the Overseas Workers Welfare
Administration (OWWA), launched a P2 billion overseas Filipino workers (OFW)
Reintegration Program in line with President Benigno Aquino III’s agenda of providing
sustainable business to OFWs and their families.
The said program was launched yesterday by DOLE Secretary Rosalinda Baldoz, during the first
National Congress of OFWs held at the SMX Convention Center Mall of Asia in Pasay City, in
observance of the National Migrant Workers Day.
According to OWWA-CAR regional director Manuela Peñag, the P2 billion Reintegration Program,
which will be implemented by OWWA in partnership with the Land Bank (LBP) and the
Development Bank of the Philippines (DBP) offers low interest rates and easy payment schemes, as
business/enterprise assistance to OFWs and their families.

Peña also affirmed that in the OFW Congress which was widely participated
in by OFW representatives from the different parts of the country, Baldoz also led the initial
awarding of the said livelihood financing program to 11 OFW family beneficiaries with the total
amount of P8 million.
In line with this, Peña announced that OWWA-CAR will now accept applications for the said
program, which offers livelihood financing assistance from as low as P100,000 up to as high as P2
million to OWWA member OFWs, may it be an individual, organized group, or an OFW enterprise.
Meantime, Peña also stressed that the National Congress has been a good venue for OFWs to bring
in their concerns and join government’s efforts of crafting better policies and programs. Each
region, including Cordillera, submitted a manifesto, prepared during the OWWA-initiated regional
OFW Congress.

OWWA-CAR also led two OFW Family Circles (OFCs) exhibitor at the said national congress. The
Bagong Bayani Family Association of Ambiong, La Trinidad, Benguet brought in their vegetableenriched noodles and chips while the Cordillera Beekepers Overseas Workers Association Inc.
(COBOWAI) of Irisan Barangay, Baguio City brought in their bee products, such as honeybee, bee
pollen, and honey wine.
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The Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE), through the Overseas Workers Welfare
Administration (OWWA), launched recently the P2 B Overseas Filipino Workers (OFW)
Reintegration Program, in line with President Benigno Aquino agenda of providing
sustainable business to OFWs and their families.
The program is being implemented in cooperation with the Land Bank of the Philippines.
OWWA Calabarzon officer-in-charge Cynthia Lamban said eligible borrowers are OFWs with
existing employment contracts. In the absence of the OFW, the legal dependents may apply on their
behalf.
A minimum amount of P300,000 up to the maximum amount of P2 M can be loaned as working
capital for construction, renovation, expansion, repairs of business buildings and acquisition of
equipment.

What is OWWA Reintegration Program?
The Reintegration covers two (2) major components – economic and psycho-social components.
The economic component on the other hand, includes social preparation programs for livelihood
projects or community-based income generating projects, skills training and credit facilitation and
lending. At present, the economic component has two (2) loan programs: the OWWA-NLSF
Livelihood Development Programs for OFWs (LDPO) and the OFW Groceria Project.
The psycho-social components includes community organizing program or organizing of OFW
family circles and services like social counseling, family counseling, stress debriefing, and training
on capacity building, value formation, etc.
Ref.: http://www.pinoy-ofw.com/news/12211-dole-owwa-reintegration-program-ofws.html

