PHILIPPINES: "THE NUMBER OF TEEN BRIDES IS ALMOST FIVE TIMES MORE
THAN THE TEEN GROOMS," THE NSO SAID CITING 2009 DATA.

LET GIRLS BE GIRLS AND NOT BRIDES!
Women forced into marriage, the current extreme hardships that women face (particularly
with regards to female sexuality). Reduce unwanted pregnancies.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------ONE IN 10 PINAYS WHO GAVE BIRTH IN 2009 WERE TEENAGERS! - NSO
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One in 10 mothers who gave birth in the country in 2009 were teenagers, the National
Statistics Office (NSO) said in a series of civil registry reports released this week.
The number of teenage Filipinas giving birth each year has been increasing since Year
2000.
Live births by teenage mothers in 2000 was at 126,025 but nine years later, the level rose to
195,662 — a 55.25 percent jump.
In 2009, teenaged mothers outnumber teenaged fathers 4 to 1, In contrast, only 42,761 of
the acknowledged fathers were teenagers, indicating that the male partners of the teenaged
mothers were usually older by at least a few years.
Total live births in 2009 was 1.745 million, which breaks down to a daily average of 4,782
births and 478 teenage mothers going through childbirth every day.
The latest NSO data, released Oct. 19, confirms findings of the growing risks in sexual
activities among young Filipinos in a series of Young Adult Fertility Surveys (YAFS) of the
University of the Philippines Population Institute.
Results of the third YAFS show that about 16 percent of Filipinas 15 to 24 years old have
had premarital sex and the average age for the first sexual encounter is 18.
The NSO said some 13 percent of total marriages in 2009 involved teenage brides, down by
1.5 percent from 65,958 in 2008.
"The number of teen brides is almost five times more than the teen grooms," the NSO said
citing 2009 data.
Then in 2010, there were fewer teenage brides — 3,146 less to be exact— at 62,812. —
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RH BILL AWARENESS: Contrary to the misinformation campaign being spread by some,
the Reproductive Health (RH) - Responsible Parenthood (R) Bill does not allow abortion
and will not force any contraceptive methods on anyone.
It will not dictate the number of children a family can have.
The Bill will respect the moral convictions and religious beliefs of all, but at the same time,
protect the unborn child by providing health services for the pregnant mother and likewise
save the lives of mother from dying at childbirth.
RH-RP Bill will protect, provide and access a full range of safe and effective family
planning methods (both natural and artificial) to Filipinos regardless of their belief and nonbelief.
The Bill is pro-quality life for the whole family. It ensures that more children will grow up
secure in the knowledge that they were wanted because their births were planned.
It is not against the birth of children and does not advocate that couples stop having
children. Rather, it only claims to help them achieve their fertility goals - to have the
number and proper spacing of children that they desire.
Under the Philippine Law, abortion is illegal. The RH-RP Bill does not, in any way, legalize
abortion.
In fact, this Bill will help reduce the instances of illegal abortions.
Currently 11 mothers unnecessarily die from giving birth daily as per latest estimates of the
United Nations.
This Bill is committed to protect the health and lives of mothers.
It is committed to reduce maternal deaths and infant mortality.
It is committed to save babies.

